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CEO Update
Spring has arrived and Goldie

Floberg is blooming once again!

I personally love Spring! It brings a
sense of growth, renewal, and bright-
ness as the world around us comes
back to life after the long winter. This
spring is exceptionally special because
Goldie Floberg is also emerging from
its own prolonged winter focusing on
surviving the global pandemic and
great resignation. Now, we can enter
our own new season to dream of a
better future for the people we serve
and their families.

Over the past few months, Goldie
Floberg has shown promising signs
of growth, marked by the addition
of three new individuals to our adult
community living program. These
individuals represent the first of many
additions since the pandemic. We are
so excited to extend our services to
these wonderful people.

Our internal focus has broadened
from day-to-day safety to also im-
proving support for our individuals
with intellectual disabilities. Our on-
going effort to make dreams a reality
includes raising funds for renovat-
ing our group homes, and ensuring
every person served has their own bed-
room. Additionally, we're developing
our fourth wheelchair-accessible adult
group home, reopening previously
closed homes, and exploring a new
cutting-edge service program to serve
a desperately underserved population
of children with high behavioral sup-

port needs.

It’s great to see Goldie Floberg and
our people blooming again. Follow us
on social media so you can stay up-to-
date on all the news!

John Pingo, CEO, and board W
member, Gordon Eggers, met
up at the Cosmopolitan Clubs
dinner celebration. Goldie
Floberg recently received generous
Sfunding to support community

outings for the people we serve.

We Moved!

The Rockfom’ Chamber of Commerce welcomed the Goldie Floberg administrative
office with an official ribbon cutting on April 25th.

We’re thrilled to announce our admin-
istrative office has relocated from the
Center in Rockton to East State Street
in Rockford. This new central location
is easily accessible for the people we
serve and many of our employees.

Although our Rockton building served
us well for many decades, it was time
for a change. The outdated space was
solely used for our administrative staff,
and we had too much space that we
couldn’t utilize or maintain effectively.

We're excited to offer our adminis-
trative staff, training classes, parents,

guardians, and the people we serve
a new, clean, and safe work environ-
ment. We understand that when fam-
ilies consider our services, their first
impression should be positive, profes- .
sional, and comfortable, which wasn’t
always the case at the old building,

Recently, a family visited us for an ad-
mission, and we were thrilled to pro-
vide them with a designated and wel-
coming space to discuss their needs.
We are proud and confident in our
new space to invite families and the
people we serve to visit.

Cosmopolitan
Club Grant

Delivering
Personalized Care
for Each Person
Served

Opal Abernathy, our Vice President
of Program Services, plays a crucial
role in providing personalized support
and advocacy to the children, teenag-
ers, and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities we serve.
She oversees the Program Services
and Qualified Intellectual Disabilities
Professional team (caseworkers) to
ensure that our clients receive the best
in resources and.services they need
to thrive.
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2023 Special

Olympies —
12 State Qualifiers

On May 13, 2023, Goldie Floberg enthu-
siastically took part in the Special Olym-
pics, engaging in various events such as the
softball throw, 50 meter walk, wheelchair
races, and 25 meter run. We are thrilled
to share that we have a total of 12 State
Qualifiers who will be competing in June!

Recently, Opal and her team addressed a guard-
ian’s concerns about their child, Riley, who need-
ed an updated wardrobe that better fit his person-
ality and style. Opal’s team worked closely with
Riley’s guardians and Direct Support Profession-
al (DSP) to provide him with new clothing that
made him feel comfortable and confident.

Riley’s guardian was thrilled with the efficient
and caring response from Opal’s team. At Goldie
Floberg, we view positive feedback from fami-
lies and guardians as the ultimate compliment.
Opal’s team showed that we take concerns and
feedback seriously, and act quickly to ensure the
highest quality of care for our clients.

Sara with her medal
after winning the
wheelchair slalom.

Meet Dee —

A Colleague and
Person Served

We’re thrilled to share the

story of one of our clients,
Dee. She started working
in our office in 1998 to as-
sist with shredding paper.
Since joining our team 25
years ago, Dee has shown
tremendous growth and has
become an integral part of
our group and workplace community.
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(from left to right) 1ara, Sarah, Hope,

and Amanda enjoying some fresh air
and time together.

David and James during the
: Special Olympics

Philanthropy — You Are An
Indispensable Partner

Insufficient state funding creates challenging circumstances for
Goldie Floberg to create the best environment for Dee and all the
children, teenagers, and adults we serve. Philanthropy is essential for
us to be able to provide beyond the basics of shelter, clothing, and '
food. Individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities de-
serve fulfilling lives and to reach their full potential through educa-
tional outings, interesting options, and engaging entertainment.

Her contributions go beyond her work. Dee has
formed a wonderful friendship with our Chief
Financial Officer, who picks Dee up before work
and treats her to fancy coffee drinks along the
way. Their beautiful friendship is a testament
to the power of kindness, compassion, and in-
clusion Goldie Floberg works to provide to our
children, teenagers, and adults we serve with in-
tellectual and developmental disabilities.

By making donations, volunteering, and
providing other types of support, you help
Goldie Floberg continue our important
work to provide safe and healthful envi-
ronments, but also positively impact the
lives of those we serve with empowering
choices. Let’s come together today to help
the people we serve. Let us know how you

Scan this QR code with your
mobile device camera to donate
online at goldiefloberg.org.

We're proud to watch and support Dee as she
continues to thrive and reach her full potential
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